
Bhutan's Annual Festival of Literature, Art and Culture 

Mountain Echoes explores and celebrates Himalayan culture, mythologies and narratives across a wide 
range of artistic mediums: literature, visual arts and photography, theatre, film, music, and dance. It 
features sessions, workshops, film screenings, dance performances, music concerts, poetry readings and 
Open Mic nights, and theatre productions. The festival is widely attended by people from all over the world. 

The ninth edition of Mountain Echoes literary festival will be held in Thimphu, Bhutan from August 22-25, 
2018. An initiative of the India-Bhutan Foundation in association with Siyahi, the festival brings together the 
best of both countries, forming the ideal platform for literature, discourse, debate and cultural exchange. 
The three-day festival will be held at the: 

India House (Inaugural Ceremony)
Royal University of Bhutan (Festival Hub)
Tarayana Centre (Exhibitions/ Workshops)
Mojo Park (Open Mic)

past speakers
Past attendees include Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck, Her Majesty 
Queen Mother Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck, His Excellency Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay, Hon'ble Chief 
Minister of Rajasthan Smt. Vasundhara Raje, His Eminence Gyalwa Dokhampa Jigme Pema Nyinjadh, His 
Eminence Ngawang Sherdrup Chokyi Nyima, His Excellency Ambassador Jaideep Sarkar, Amitav Ghosh, 
Ashwin Sanghi, Barkha Dutt, Dasho Karma Ura, Devdutt Pattanaik, Dasho Ugen Tsechup Dorji, Graeme 
Simsion, Gulzar Sahib, Imtiaz Ali, Jamie Zeppa, Kalki Koechlin, Kunzang Choden, Lily Wangchuk, Lucy 
Hawking, Marcus du Sautoy, Markus Zusak, Namita Gokhale, Navtej Sarna, Padma Lakshmi, Palden 
Tshering, Paro Anand, Patrick French, Pawo Choyning Dorji, Pico Iyer, Piyush Pandey, Ruskin Bond, 
Sharmila Tagore, Shashi Tharoor, Shobhaa De, Tabu, TCA Raghavan, Valmik Thapar, Vikram Seth, Waheeda 
Rehman, Wendell Rodricks, and several others.  
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Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo 
Wangchuck (right) with Waheeda Rehman at Mountain Echoes 2014



An intimate festival set in the beautiful Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan, Mountain Echoes is one of it's kind. 
With the mountains and the bustling town of Thimphu as it's backdrop, the festival is a melting pot of 
thoughts and ideas. A festival that puts its speakers and guests in the same space as the local audiences, 
Mountain Echoes boasts of personalized interactions like none other. 

It is a platform for cultural and social exchange and for engaging in discussions on topics that are current 
and relevant to the global scenario. The festival is an intimate space where sharing and learning with, and 
from, each other is encouraged. 

The festival enjoys the patronage of Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck 
and the support of the Royal Family and the Royal Government of Bhutan. Mountain Echoes works with 
embassies and cultural centers of countries like Australia, Britain, Norway, Sweden, France, Turkey, and 
Switzerland to invite their writers, artists, and influencers to join the dialogue in Bhutan.
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why Mountain Echoes?

The festival is attended by people from all strata of the Bhutanese society and visitors 
from across the world. The audience numbers have grown exponentially with each 
passing year. The festival gets visibility across Indian, Bhutanese and international 
media, through a multifaceted outreach programme.    

Some of the target groups include: Students, Teachers, Diplomats, Bureaucrats,  
Travellers, Buisinessmen, Journalists, Writers, Publishers, Photographers, 
Bloggers, Researchers, Academicians, Volunteer groups, 
Environmentalists.

audience

Paro Anand interacting with students at Mountain Echoes 2015
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Mountain Echoes literary festival is attended by people from all strata of the Bhutanese society and invites 
visitors from across the world.  

impact

With each year, we have seen an increase in the number of students engaging with the speakers 
and participating enthusiastically in the festival.
Mountain Echoes speakers are invited by schools and colleges across Bhutan for guest lectures and 
interactive sessions. Marcus du Sautoy and Lucy Hawking taught maths and science to students in 
the local schools, and also weighed in on their curriculum. Paro Anand has been invited year and 
again by schools to conduct workshops and reading sessions with the kids.
Since the first edition of the festival eight years ago, several primary and secondary schools have 
started book clubs.
Book sales in the country have doubled and then doubled again.
The past few years have seen an explosion of writing from the Bhutanese.
The country also boasts of a small but significant publishing industry.

(Left) A traditional dance performed by the students of the Royal Academy of Performing Arts. 
(Right) Kalki Koechlin at the festival.


